THE  PLANET MARS                      63

is already a fact of some interest; but we can
go farther than that.

It is not only the pole, but the whole surround-
ing country that is better known on the Earth,
not only from the geographical, but also from
the meteorological point of view. Thus, for in-
stance, we can almost constantly measure the ex-
tent of the polar snows, and we find that it
varies with the seasons. We see with our own
eyes the melting of these snows taking place very
rapidly under the light and heat of the Sun,
night after night, so to speak, during a summer
which is twice as long as ours. The snows dis-
appear almost entirely, and only a little ice re-
mains on a region which we know, and which
represents the pole of extreme cold, situated 2I&
miles from the geographical pole. In spite of the
perseverance and heroism of arctic explorers, none
of these climatological facts have been witnessed
on Earth, It is possible that the Martians are
ignorant of their own phenomena if they have
been unable to reach their poles. Still, since their
poles are free at the end of the summer, they
are much better able than we to explore their
polar regions. We may say that in general the
meteorology and climatology of Mars are better
known than those of the Earth. At the time
when you read these lines you do not know,
and nobody can tell you, what sort of weather